
Hot English Publishing offers a comprehensive language service. With more than 10 years’ 
experience producing magazines, language material and course books in English, French and 
Spanish, Hot English Publishing can provide solutions to a wide range of publishing challenges. 

Hot English Publishing has worked on and produced a number of high-quality products for 
children, teens and adults, including:

Hot English Magazine  
(a 48-page monthly magazine with audio CD)

The Skills Booklets 
(our very own teaching and learning method) 

The Richmond Times 
(a quarterly, in-house magazine for Richmond 
Publishing, distributed nationally)

Dictionaries 
(a range of dictionaries and language-learning 
guides)

We have also worked on numerous projects for other publishing houses. At present,  
Hot English Publishing SL, in addition to its publishing work, also provides in-house training  
for large, multi-national companies all over Spain. They also have a translating division.

Content Provision 
Hot English offers publishing services. 
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Content creation
✔	Article writing. 
✔	Audio/video text writing. 
✔	Market research. 
✔	Ideas generating. 
✔	Opinion groups. 
✔	Project management. 
✔	Course creation. 
✔	Syllabus selection.
✔	Product conception and development. 
✔	Specific language course development. 
✔	Project management.  

Content development 
✔	Exercise and activity creation. 
✔	Exam writing. 
✔	Material testing. 
✔	Online resource writing/creation. 
✔	Supplementary material writing/creation. 
✔	Teacher’s notes and creation. 

Audio, interactive 
& video work  
✔	Audio material development, 

production and recording, including 
	 songs and raps.  
✔	Video material development, 

production and recording. 
✔ Story / Script writing. 
✔	Transcribing. 
✔	Interactive exercise and activity writing.  

Design, layout & illustration  
✔	Template creation. 
✔	Content layout.  
✔	Content design. 
✔	Content illustration. 
✔	Photo selection. 
✔	Front cover/page design. 
 
Content completion
✔	Editing.  
✔	Proof-reading.  
✔	Fact checking. 
✔	Spell-checking. 
✔	Quality assurance. 

Translating  
✔	English-Spanish / Spanish-English
✔	Many other language combinations, 

including Catalan, French and German. 

As a result, Hot English has the experience to deal with language-based projects of all 
sizes and scope. We offer a number of services including:  
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GRAMMAR  

1  Sentence completion   

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. Ben __________________ (work) all last weekend. 

2.  Aaron __________________ (not pass) his driving test. 

3.  Bradley __________________ (listen) to some music 

on the bus. 

4.  Freya __________________ (send) us the e-mail. 

5.  Mia __________________ (not go) to the party with 

her friends. 

6.  John __________________ (buy) a big house in the 

country. 
7.  She __________________ (take) a photo of me. 

8.  They __________________ (have) a great time. 

9.  Evie __________________ (see) a great film yesterday. 

2  Sentence creation      

Write as many sentences as you can in 3 minutes. Use the Past 

Simple of the expressions below. Make the sentences true for you. 

walk in the park, play football, see a film, listen 

to music, watch television, clean the house, buy 

something, speak to friends, send an e-mail, receive 

a package, have a party, do a lot of work 

For example: I had a party last weekend. I cleaned the 

house this morning. 

3  E-mail completion      

Complete the e-mail with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

3  Fluency practice     

Work with a partner. Ask and answer the questions. 

1. What music did you listen to yesterday? 

2.  What sport did you do yesterday? 

3.  What did you watch on television last night? 

4.  Who did you write e-mails to yesterday? Why? 

5.  What did you see at the cinema last month? 

6.  What did you have for dinner last night? 

7.  Where did you go last weekend? 

8.  Who did you talk to yesterday afternoon? 

Language Structure:  

The Past Simple    
We form the Past Simple with regular verbs by 

adding -ed to the base verb. However, there 

are many irregular verbs that you will have to 

learn. Please see the Resource Section for a list 

of the most common irregular verbs.

We form negatives with “didn’t”, and we form 

questions by placing the auxiliary “did” at the 

start of the question.  

Past time expressions  

last night, last week, last year, last month, yesterday, two months ago, at 7 pm, at midnight, on Monday, three years ago, 

in 1997, in 2008 

Affirmative Negative  Interrogative   

I played.

You played.

He played.

She played.

It played.

We played.

They played.

I did not play.

You did not play.

He did not play.

She did not play.

It did not play.

We did not play.

They did not play.

Did I play? 

Did you play?

Did he play? 

Did she play?

Did it play?

Did we play?

Did they play?

customerservice@blueshop.co.uk 

recent order 

Hi Sir / Madam, 

I’m writing to you about a recent purchase I (1) 

__________________ (make) from your online shop. 

I (2) __________________ (order) three shirts and 

a pair of trousers (reference codes S343U and T673B) about 

four months ago. I (3) __________________ (pay) by 

credit card and it said that the order was successful. However, 

it (4) __________________ (take) about one month 

for the clothes to arrive. On top of that, one of the shirts (5) 

__________________ (not have) any buttons, and the 

trousers (6) __________________ (be) the wrong colour. 

A few days after this, I (7) __________________ (call) the 

shop and (8) __________________ (speak) to one of your 

sales reps. I (9) __________________ (tell) her about the 

problem, but she (10) __________________ (not seem) 

to be very interested. She said that there was nothing she (11) 

__________________ (can) do, and that I should write to 

you. Frankly, I find this attitude appalling. I demand a refund. I will 

happily send the items back to you as I do not want them! 

Yours faithfully, 

Georgina Barker

     

Wacky Wardrobes

10 I www.hotenglishgroup.com  are you a teacher? do you need fresh ideas for classes? Use our Teacher’s notes. E-mail info@hotenglishmagazine.com for more information.
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Skills Booklet Reading: Pre-Intermediate (A2)

F ashion is all about strange and original designs, but how many of these designs 

do people actually buy? Let’s look at some of the most bizarre fashion ideas of 

recent years. 

The urban security suit The Urban Security Suit was made by Dutch designer Tim Smit in 2008. With 
this suit you can look fashionable even after a chemical attack - when you’ll 
want to look your best, of course. “This is the must-have accessory for the 

next war, skirmish, struggle, conflict, combat zone or civil strife you find yourself in...” said 

the designer. 

Gas Masks 
Masks are very popular in the fashion world at the moment. People have worn 
them in Asia to protect themselves from pollution. But now they’re a fashion 
statement. Gas masks appeared in many fashion shows in 2008/2009. This 

picture shows a Japanese girl wearing the latest in fashionable survival accessories.

 

Military uniforms Other warfare fashions include designer “fun” military uniforms, some of 
which come with a pink gun. Would you wear this next time you go out for 
dinner? One question, is it OK to take a purse, wallet or handbag with you?Human Hair 

Are you happy with wearing fur? No? Then, what about clothes made from 
human hair? In 2007 designer Julia Reindell created a series of dresses made 
from human hair as part of her show at the London College of Fashion. 

Other designers liked the idea and human hair dresses became common on the catwalk 

in early 2008. But what do you do with your human hair suit? Brush it? Comb it? Curl it? Iron Clothes  
If hair is not your thing, you could think about iron. Fashion designer Luana 
Jardim showed a collection of dresses made of iron at Fashion Rio in 2008. 
Just what you need next time you go to a “heavy metal” concert.Pirate Fashion  Hollywood often influences fashion. The Pirates of the Caribbean films inspired lots 

of designers, including Jean Paul Gaultier’s 2008 Paris collection. Pirate hats, big 
belts and boots were in. But then everybody wants to look like Johnny Depp. Menskirts 

Of course, wacky fashion isn’t only for women. Do you remember menskirts? 
These first appeared in 2006/7 and David Beckham was one of their biggest 
fans. And what about the mankini (see picture)? British designer Alexander 

McQueen borrowed the idea from the Borat film. McQueen’s one-piece swimsuit came 

out at the Milan Fashion Week in 2008 but fortunately it didn’t become very popular. Gold Jeans 
Feeling rich? Then how about a pair of gold-plated jeans? Top designer 
John Galliano had gold trousers in his menswear collection. Pictured are 
the Goldplated Jeans by Kohzo Denim. The trousers are actually made of 

organic cotton which is then painted with 18 carat gold paint. They’ll cost you about 

€600 a pair.

So as you can see the world of fashion has something for everybody. Isn’t it time you 

made your wardrobe a bit wackier? 

1  Pre-reading Look at these words below. Can you think of any crazy fashions with these things? 

2  Reading I
Read the article once to compare your ideas. 
3  Reading IIRead the sentences below. Which fashion item are they referring to?  

1. This dress appeared at a show in the London College of Fashion. 2.  This item of swimwear wasn’t very popular with men. 3.  People wear them in Asia because of all the pollution. 4.  These clothes were shown at Fashion Rio. 
5.  This outfit is perfect for after a chemical attack. 6.  These clothes were inspired by a Hollywood film. 7.  You need a lot of money to buy this item of clothing. 8.  This item comes with a pink gun.  

4  Language focus The Past Simple      Look at this extract from the article, “Top designer John Galliano had gold trousers in his menswear collection...” The writer has used the past tense of the verb “to have” (“had”). Transform the following sentences from the Present Simple to the Past Simple.  
1. He makes the clothes. 2.  The film inspires her. 3.  They don’t become popular. 4.  It doesn’t appear in fashion shows. 5.  He borrows the idea. 

5  Discussion1. What’s your favourite item of clothing that you own? Why do you like it so much? 2.  Do you buy designer label clothing? Why? Why not? 3.  What’s the most expensive item of clothing you’ve ever bought? Are you pleased with it? Why? Why not?

Unusual clothing from the world of fashion. by Patrick Howarth 

Refer to unit 5 of the Pre-Intermediate Skills Booklet for more explanations and exercises.   

a chemical suit a gas mask

iron pirates gold

a military uniform human hair

Watch & Learn!  Listen to people discussing  this topic in a mini-video at  www.hotenglishmagazine.com

For more information, call (00 34) 91 543 3573. 
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