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L_esson: Have you seen these photo memes?

This is a quick, easy, ready-to-go lesson that will inspire your students. It’ll also give
them opportunities to improve their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. This
lesson comes with a PDF of the lesson, and an audio file. Simply follow the lesson ideas
for a fantastic class that’ll really motivate your students.

1 Warm-up

Questions

Print off the questions from the Resource Sheet (at the back of this
lesson) for students to discus in pairs. When they’ve finished, ask
students to report back with any interesting information they found out
about other students.

AND,TRYITO CUT'YOUR OWN HAIR

2 Lesson activities
Go through the activities for the lesson on the sheet at the end of this LT TIHELIBEN UL
document: the Pre-reading, Reading | and Reading Il activities. You P m?s'"k‘
could do this lesson as a listening activity. In order to do this, tell your
students to turn over the sheet so they can’t see the text as they do the
exercises.

If your students’ listening level is low, stop the recording after each
paragraph and check their understanding.

After finishing that, and if you’ve done this as a listening activity (not

a reading), let your students read the text as you play the recording again. This is good
for developing their listening skills as they can see the connection between the written
and spoken language.

3 Follow-up activities

Retell it!

Assign a paragraph (or two, etc.) to each student. Students have a minute or two to try
to remember the text. When they’re ready, students try to recount the information, using
as much of the language as possible. Or, ask for volunteers to retell the, using as much
of the original language as possible (or even by heart if they can).

Retell it!

Assign a paragraph (or two, etc.) to each student. Students have a couple of minutes to
try to remember the text. When they’re ready, students try to recount the information,
using as much of the language as possible.
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Meme fun

In pairs, small groups or individually, students choose one of the memes from this
lesson and think of a caption for it. When they’re ready, they display the meme with
their caption. Other students vote on the best one/s.

Meme creation

In pairs, small groups or individually, students create a new meme. Then, they should
present it to the class, explaining what it is, who it is, what type of comments you can
add to it, who it is making fun of, etc. They should also include a few examples of
typical comments to add to the meme. Other students listen then ask questions, or vote
on the best ones.
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Resource Sheet

In pairs, describe the photos below (or any others). Say what’s happening, and also
think of any funny comments to make about them. Or, invent some text to put in a
speech bubble. When you’re ready, join up with another pair and play a game. Read out
a comment, or describe one of the photos. Other students have to guess which photo

you’re referring to.
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Objective To improve your reading and listening skills.

Think about it  Have you ever received a joke or funny photo from someone? What did you think of it?

What jokes or funny images have you sent on to friends? What memes are there from your country?

READ & LISTEN I

©TRACK 3: US WOMAN &
NEW ZEALAND MAN

Exams This reading and listening activity will help prepare you for English exams such as KET and TOEFL.

R e

~| I'M NOT IMPRESSED
| WITHTHIS MEME!

HAVE YOU SEEN THESE
PHOTO MEMES?

ONE DOES NOT SIMPLY

meme is an image,
photo or video clip
that people adapt,

then send to their friends
and colleagues. If the meme
becomes popular, other
people do their own versions

& of it, and then it gets even

more popular. Here are five
photo memes from 2012.

THE WORLD WILLEND ON DECEMBER n
21512012

Grumpy

v

4

WALK INTO MORDOR

says, “One does not
simply walk into Mordor.”
Variations of the meme

film in which Willy Wonka
(played by Gene Wilder)
shows the children one of
his sweets, the “Everlasting
Gobstopper”. The text
added to the picture
usually consists of a
sarcastic or condescending
comment, such as, “Oh,
you just graduated? You
must know everything!”,

or “Oh, you post quotes
from philosophers on

. R cat include, “One does not Facebook? You must be
- : W The simply check in to Mordor”, so intellectual!”, and “Oh,
S “grumpy “One does not simply get you're going as a vampire
G““n. cat” off the internet!”, or “One for Halloween? How
“m—.Amemeis | does notsimplylookatonly  originall”

one memel”

a picture of an angry-looking
cat. People write text under
the picture that represents
the cat’s thoughts. Typical
comments include, “The
best part of waking up is
going back to sleep!”, “The
world will end in 2012?
Good!”, and, “l had fun

Why don’t you create a
meme? &

ameme 1

an image, photo, video, etc. that people
send to one another. These images,
photos, videos, etc. are often adapted:
text is added, music is added, etc.

Answers on page 44

H Pre-reading
Look at the pictures of the

photo memes. Which ones once. It was awful.” ;:yaoia?:d;pt” something, you change it
have you seen before? Why Impressed grampy od]
are they popular? Who's inthe | B The Philosoraptor This meme is created iaf:g"r';e"“e is “grumpy", they're a bit
pictures? This meme is a picture of a with a photo of American iju;;m_bl

al errible

“velociraptor”, a dinosaur
from the Jurassic Park films.
He's got his claw under his
chin in a thoughtful pose.
The text written around

the picture is usually a

gymnast McKayla
Maroney. McKayla won
. a chin

a silver medal at the the part of your face that's under your
2012 Olympics, but was mouth

. . a pose 7
disappointed that she the way that you stand or sit when
hadn’t won a gold medal,

aclaw
an animal’s “claw” is its hand/foot

&\ B Reading I

Read the article once. Which
memes do you like [ dislike?
Why? Which comments on

the memes are the funniest?

someone is taking your photo, etc.
to fail vh

. philosophical question such  which is why she pulled ifyou “fail”, you aren't successful - things
(3 Readmg I1 s a fly without wings the face. A photo of her is e
Read the article again. Then, LO0#M called 2 usually superimposed onto o “succeed you'e succesfl -
write the name of a meme walk?”, a famous image, such as Mordor
next to each statement. “What the moon landing or the e gnaryland n the book Lordof

to pull a face cxp

if you “pull a face”, you show an emotion
with your face. For example, if you “pull
an angry face”, you make yourself look
angry

to superimpose v

ifimage A is “superimposed” on image B,
you put image A on image B

sarcastic (]

to say the opposite of what you mean

in order to make fun of someone. For
example, when you say, “that shirt is
really nice”, but you really mean that you
don't like it

condescending «(]

if Ais being “condescending”, A is talking
to B in a superior way because A thinks
he/she is more important than B

to graduate vh

to finish your studies at university/college

would
happen
if
AULLLLET Pinocchio
said my nose is going to
grow?”, and, “If you try to
fail and succeed, which
have you done?”

1. It's a picture of a
character from The
Lord of the Rings.

2. The text represents
the cat’s thoughts.

3. It's based on an
image of a character
from the film Charlie
and the Chocolate
Factory.

4. It's a picture of a
dinosaur from the
film Jurassic Park.

Mona Lisa painting.

OH,YOU!IUST GRADUATED?

BT A

YOU MUST KNOW.EVERYTHING

H Condescending Wonka
This meme is based on

an image of the character
Willy Wonka from the film

F1 Boromir

This meme shows a picture
of the character Boromir
from The Lord of the Rings

i B . to post vh
5. A photo of her is films. The text on the image Charlie and the Chocolate to put an image / text on a website
often superimposed is based.on a quote from Factory. The picture is 2 W orase or sentence from 2 book /
onto famous images. the film in which Boromir taken from a scene in the interview, etc.
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